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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 11 APRIL 2021 

(Prayer of the Church Week 3, Parish Mass Book Page 258) 

 

MASSES THIS WEEK  

Saturday 5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 10.00am Terry Follin 

Monday 9.00.am Dominic Tucker 

Tuesday 9.00am Janet Steele 

Wednesday 7.00pm Julie Mousdell 

Thursday 9.00am Christopher Joughin 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 5.30pm Private Intention 

Sunday 10.00am People of the Parish 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions this week 

Meditation No meditation this week 

 

 Counters team next Sunday 

 No counters needed 

 PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

 I will do them 

 
 

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT LAST WEEK 
May I say a big ‘Thank you’ to all who helped in any way to make Easter such a memorable 

event.  The church and especially the altar looked stunning after a lot of hard work.  People 

attended the services with great reverence and prayerfulness.  There was no shortage of 

ministers and readers doing a wonderful job with great devotion.  Finally, as ever, I 

personally was well looked after with plenty of cards and presents.  Thank you, thank you, 

thank you.  May God bless your generosity abundantly. 

 

SACRED RELATIONSHIPS 

The ancients viewed friendship as the crown of life, the fulfilment of all that is most 

distinctively human. Moderns all too often assess its value primarily in terms of its usefulness 

for achieving material ends (friends as business contacts) or minimizing boredom and 

loneliness (friends as people to kill time with). . . .Most people also have colleagues with 

whom they work or associates with whom they spend regular time.  But this still falls short 

of the ideals of friendship. The coin of friendship has been continuously devalued by being 

applied to these lesser forms of relationship. Relationships between acquaintances or 

associates involve little of the intimacy, trust, commitment and loyalty of real friendships. 

Friendships may grow out of these more casual relationships but are not the same. 

Unfortunately, true friendships are also much more rare.  Friendship is one of God’s special 

gifts to humans. Remarkably, friendship is one of the terms God uses to describe the 

relationship [God] desires with us. Friendship is therefore no ordinary relationship. [1]  In 

contrast to the transactional relationships we often settle for today, the twelfth-century 

Cistercian monk Aelred of Rievaulx  (1110–1167) viewed friendship with other people as a 

way to deepen our friendship with God in Christ. In his classic work Spiritual Friendship, he 

writes:  How happy, how carefree, how joyful you are if you have a friend with whom you 

may talk as freely as with yourself, to whom you neither fear to confess any fault nor blush 

at revealing any spiritual progress, to whom you may entrust all the secrets of your heart and 

confide all your plans. And what is more delightful than so to unite spirit to spirit and so to 

make one out of two that there is neither fear of boasting nor dread of suspicion? A friend’s 

correction does not cause pain, and a friend’s praise is not considered flattery.  The wise man 

says, “a friend is medicine for life.” What a striking metaphor! No remedy is more powerful, 

effective, and distinctive in everything that fills this life than to have someone to share your 

every loss with compassion and your every gain with congratulation. Hence shoulder to 

shoulder, according to Paul, friends carry each other’s burdens [Galatians 6:2]. . . .Indeed 

such great honor, remembrance, praise, and wishes are attached to friends that their lives 

are considered worthy of praise and their deaths precious. One truth surpasses all these: close 

to perfection is that level of friendship that consists in the love and knowledge of God, when 

one who is the friend of another becomes the friend of God, according to the verse of our 

Savior in the Gospel: “I shall no longer call you servants but friends” [John 15:15].  
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